
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 24 March 2010] 

 p1016c-1017a 
Hon Jon Ford; President 

 [1] 

WITNESS SUMMONS — PARLIAMENTARY PRECINCT 

Matter of Privilege 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [10.01 pm]: I rise tonight on a matter of privilege. This evening 
during question time, at about twenty past five, I was informed by one of the parliamentary staff that there was a 
woman in parliamentary reception who had some papers for me to sign and I was asked to go there, to which I 
complied. When I arrived at reception there was a young woman there who did not identify herself personally, 
but identified herself as being a member of the staff of Freehills law firm and that she intended to serve on me a 
“Witness Summons to Produce a Record or Thing”.  

I informed the server that, in fact, she could not do that and it was a breach of privilege to which she argued the 
point. I said, “I don’t care about that. You can’t serve it on me. However, if you want to come after Parliament is 
finished tonight or before 10 o’clock tomorrow morning, I’ll make myself available.” She said that she had been 
advised by her supervisor that she could serve it on my staff. To that end, I told her that my staff were actually in 
Newman, so she could help herself. She said that she understood that she could actually give the summons to a 
member of my staff and that they could serve it on me. I told her that I did not know about that, but I would see 
her at 10 o’clock tomorrow. I made the point that I was not trying to be obstructionist and that there were actual 
rules of privilege to be followed. At that stage my staff member, Mr Dennis Liddelow, was called to reception 
and he was served with the document, which he presented to me.  

I sought the advice of the Clerk and he informed me that it is his belief that there is an issue of privilege. 
Therefore, I seek your advice, Mr President, on this matter. There is some urgency as I am required to produce 
specified documents—which I do not believe are my documents anyway, but irrespective of that—two days 
prior to the court hearing, which is next Wednesday; also when the house will be sitting. The advice of the house 
on this matter would be of great assistance to me. I am happy to give the summons to you, Mr President.  

THE PRESIDENT: I thank Hon Jon Ford for raising this matter in the appropriate manner. I will seek some 
advice overnight and make a ruling first thing tomorrow morning.  
 


